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Fix the Belgrave and Lilydale lines

Build a new station, upgrade existing stations, 
duplicate single track sections

Rowville line

Build heavy rail to Rowville in a single stage to 
provide fast transport options

Monash jobs precinct

Fund transport projects to secure 75,000 jobs 
and create 70,000 new jobs

Regional Trails

Fund high-priority trails to boost 
tourism, jobs and health outcomes.

Bayswater Business Precinct

Providing shuttle buses to get workers to and 
from a major jobs hub.
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A home for regional cricket

Expand Jubilee Pavilion to cater for demand, 
particularly from females

Regional Sports Park

The Park will be a Home of Basketball and 
provide facilities for other sports

Oakleigh Recreation Centre

Fund the Recreation Centre to boost 
gymnastics, volleyball and other sports

Mountain bike destination

New facility would attract 432,000 visitors 
creating jobs and improving health

Support hockey's growth

Fund new hockey pitch and regional hockey 
feasibility study
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The eastern region of Melbourne stretches from the middle and outer ring suburbs of Glen Waverley, Box 
Hill and Ringwood, to townships such as Yarra Junction and Olinda in the Yarra Valley and Dandenong 
Ranges. The region is home to more than 800,000 people, employs more than 330,000 people and 
produces more than $47 billion in gross regional product each year.

The region is one of Melbourne’s most dynamic, and the Eastern Region Group of councils have come 
together to work for the prosperity, liveability, connectivity and the health of the region as a whole.



Melbourne's 
eastern region
Melbourne’s eastern region is characterised by the 
transition from well-established suburbs to semi-
rural and rural landscapes.

The region includes the five local government areas 
of Monash, Whitehorse, Knox, Maroondah and 
Yarra Ranges.

It is the traditional home of the Wurundjeri and 
Bunurong people of the Kulin Nations.

Residents enjoy a choice of health and recreation 
facilities, local and regional shopping destinations, 
and access to leading schools, universities and 
other tertiary institutions.

With a population of 805,154 and hosting 334,826 
jobs, the region is among Melbourne’s most 
important and dynamic.

The ERG’s biggest employer sector is Health Care 
and Social Assistance with 48,710 jobs (or 14.5 per 
cent of jobs in the region), next is  retail trade with 
39,433 jobs (11.8 per cent), and education and 
training with 36,394 jobs (10.9 per cent).

In terms of output, the region’s key industries are 
manufacturing, which accounts for 24.2 per cent of 
regional economic output, followed by construction 
which is 14.3 per cent. Rental, hiring and real estate 
services contribute 9.6 per cent of output.

The region is among Victgoria’s most welcoming 
with 33 per cent of locals born overseas. China-born 
residents lead the statistics, followed by the UK in 
second and India taking third place.

Jobs are distributed across the region and the 
key job hubs are Monash National Employment 
and Innovation Cluster and Bayswater Business 
Precinct.

 

The result of all those jobs sees gross regional 
product at more than $47 billion per annum. The 
region has an unemployment rate of 6.8 per cent.

The region’s area is 278,928 hectares, about 30 per 
cent of Melbourne’s total area of 999,251 hectares.

The region also has a good distribution of age 
ranges, made up of seniors, who account for 9.1 
per cent of the local population; empty nesters 
and retirees who make up 10.4 per cent; and older 
workers and pre-retirees who make up 12.7 per cent 
of the regional population.

While the region is prosperous, populous and 
generally healthy, it is important to continue 
renewing our facilities in the face of growing 
demand to ensure that community needs are met.

That is why the Eastern Region Group of councils 
is advocating for a range of capital works and other 
projects. We need investment in transport – roads, 
tram, train and bus projects – to keep the east 
moving. Sporting investment is needed to increase 
participation, boost health and build the vibrant 
social networks that communities need.

Housing affordability is among our key concerns. 
A safe, secure home is not just a right but provides 
the basis for individuals to grow, build confidence, 
find sanctuary and helps with education and jobs.

The region also needs investment in youth mental 
health services, ensuring that our young people 
can get the help they need when they need it 
without having to travel out of the region to access 
overstretched resources elsewhere.

We want to keep our region 
connected, healthy, active and 
home.



Transport
Increasing transport demand is causing high crush loads on trains 
and trams. Worsening road congestion affects liveability and impacts 
productivity in the region's key jobs hubs at Monash NEIC and Bayswater 
Business Precinct. Transport investment will help ensure that Melbourne’s 
vital eastern region remains prosperous, healthy, liveable and an attractive 
location for residents, businesses, employees and visitors.

Fix the Belgrave and 
Lilydale lines

The Lilydale-Belgrave railway line is the key public 
transport artery for the residents of the outer 
east of Melbourne and has been since the railway 
was extended to what were then isolated rural 
communities in the 1880s. 

The Lilydale-Belgrave line is the second busiest on 
the Melbourne metropolitan rail network with 22.3 
million passenger boardings in 2016-17. In the AM 
peak, the line carries the most passengers, with 
around 15,000 travelling in the peak hour. Last year 
peak performance on the Belgrave line was so bad 
that one in five services was delayed by more than 
five minutes. It also had the equal highest number 
of crush load services. 

The one commitment the State Government has 
made for the line is to remove level crossings in 
Surrey Hills and Mont Albert, but much more needs 
to be done if the line is brought up to the standard 
required by commuters in the 21st century. 

Unless improvements are made, the performance 
of the line will continue to be impacted by aging 
infrastructure and sub-standard commuter facilities.

Entice new commuters, take pressure off 
roads 
Improvements are important not just for existing 
users but to make the line attractive enough to 
entice new users and reduce the congestion and 
environmental impacts of road use. The need for 
these upgrades will be increased by the potential 
for significantly increased patronage on the line due 
to further development in the region, for example, 
with major developments such as at the old Lilydale 
Quarry site. 

This package will increase the reliability and 
punctuality of services, and allow more frequent 
services to operate to address projected patronage 
increases 

Single track slows commuters
Single section of track on the Lilydale line beyond 
Mooroolbark and the Belgrave line beyond Ferntree 
Gully are significant impediment to providing 
reliable and punctual services. Currently, trains 
which are behind schedule often terminate at 
Mooroolbark and Ferntree Gully, creating significant 
delay and disruption to the travel of many 
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commuters, particularly those who might miss 
connections to bus services.

Federal Government funds are needed to duplicate 
Mooroolbark to Lilydale section of Lilydale line and 
to duplicate Ferntree Gully to Upper Ferntree Gully 
section of Belgrave line. 

New station needed at Cave Hill/Kinley 
The distance between Lilydale and Mooroolbark 
railway stations is an unusually large 4.7 kilometres 
which means many existing residents of these 
suburbs and neighbouring Chirnside Park have 
significant commutes just to access a railway 
station.  

This situation will be exacerbated by the 
proposed development of the Cave Hill/Kinley 
site incorporating the former Lilydale Quarry. 
There are estimates of 8,000 residents in this new 
development. 

Grade separations: The following grade 
separations are on the current LXRA list, classified 
as being in the Early Planning stage: Maroondah 

Highway  and Manchester Road.

The following grade separations will need to be 
included as part of this package to ensure there 
are no at-grade level crossings left on the Lilydale-
Belgrave line: Dublin Road, Coolstore Road, Melba 
Road, Bedford Road, Alpine Street and Railway 
Avenue.

Stations need upgrades 
Major upgrades are needed at Croydon and Box Hill  
stations. Meanwhile upgrades are needed along the 
line to provide adequate shelter at all stations and 
improved toilet facilities at all premium stations 

Station carparking upgrades: Increase provision 
of car parking spaces and improvements to 
existing carparks through re-surfacing and other 
appropriate works.  

Bus connections: All levels of government to work 
together with bus operators to ensure that local 
bus services are improved to match improved rail 
services, especially in providing extended services 
to employment hubs in the mornings and evenings.



Source: Public Transport Victoria, 2014, Rowville Rail Study – Stage Two

Rowville rail

Limited public transport in the eastern region 
of Monash and the southern region of Knox 
municipalities is contributing to significant car 
dependency and major traffic congestion.

Improve transport choice
Construction of the Rowville Rail line would 
improve transport choice and accessibility, enabling 
residents across Melbourne’s outer east to get 
to jobs at the Monash National Employment and 
Innovation Cluster, other jobs hubs and access to 
higher education at Monash University.

The proposed corridor for the line would begin 
at Caulfield Station – linking with the heavy rail 
network and the existing 3/3a tram line – pass 
Chadstone Shopping Centre and reach Monash 
University (Clayton Campus) and the Monash 
National Employment and Innovation Cluster before 
continuing to Rowville via Waverley Park.

Commitments
The Victorian State Government committed $3 
million towards planning and design of a light rail 
option in the 2018-19 Budget.

In the 2018-19 Federal Budget, the Federal 
Government allocated $475 million between 

FY2018-19 and FY2025-26 towards the 
construction of a rail line via Monash University 
from Huntingdale Station.

Let’s do it properly
The ERG is pleased with the commitments to the 
Rowville Rail project from governments, but doesn’t 
want the opportunity for a truly transformative 
project to be missed. Heavy rail is the optimum 
long-term solution to provide the greatest public 
transport capacity and minimise journey times for 
commuters. ERG is seeking commitments from 
state and federal governments to build the project 
in a single stage all the way to Rowville, so that 
access to key educational and employment hubs 
along the corridor is provided. A single-stage build 
is the best way to grow modal shift and maximise 
public transport patronage in the corridor. 

Completing the Rowville rail 
project in a single stage will 
maximise public transport 
patronage in the corridor and 
contribute significantly to 
economic growth and jobs growth 
in Melbourne’s eastern region.
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Monash jobs hub

Monash National Employment and Innovation 
Cluster, 20 kilometres southeast of the CBD, has 
Melbourne’s biggest concentration of jobs outside 
the CBD. 

Potential jobs growth has not matched that of 
Melbourne because of lack of access. Nearly 75 
per cent of workers commute to the Cluster and 
accessibility has worsened into and around the 
area, affecting recruitment and location decisions 
by employer organisations.

As a nationally significant economic region, the 
Cluster requires support from Federal Government.

Access jobs
The precinct needs transport options to support the 
75,000 jobs already there and help in the creation of 
a further 70,000 jobs over the next 10 to 20 years.

The Cluster contributes more than $9.4 billion 
to the Victorian economy each year, a figure that 
can double in real terms with adequate and timely 
investment in roads and public transport.

Investment in public transport and transport 
infrastructure into and around Monash NEIC, would 
allow workers get to and from work more easily and 
encourage the use of congestion-busting public 
transport options.

Rail/light rail projects
Three heavy rail/light rail projects are proposed 
for the Cluster. The projects have the potential to 
increase jobs growth in the Cluster. The projects 
are: potential Wellington Road light rail route, 
potential Monash light rail route and the potential 
Suburban Rail Loop.

Back business cases 
ERG is calling for financial support from the Federal 
Government to conduct full business cases for each 
of the three projects.

Huntingdale Train Station
Huntingdale Station is the access point for 
students, staff and visitors to the Monash National 

Employment and Innovation Cluster, Monash 
University, CSIRO, Monash College and John 
Monash School of Science. With more than 6,000 
passengers transferring each day, it is the busiest 
station and interchange in the region. 

The station needs to be replaced because it is 
outdated and not large enough to cope with 
increased volumes. Issues include crowd surges 
during boarding and unsafe travelling conditions. 
The 6,000 passengers arriving at the station each 
day can only access the bus interchange via a 
low and narrow underpass. The station precinct 
has poor lighting, inconsistent way finding cues/
signage and lack of accessible toilet facilities. 

Westall Road extension
Westall Road forms part of a planned arterial road 
network link from Monash Freeway, Mulgrave to the 
Dandenong and Dingley Bypasses, which provides 
connections to major arterials through to the South 
Gippsland Highway, Dandenong South and to 
Warrigal Road. 

Now that the Dingley Bypass has been constructed, 
the network will be completed with an extension 
of Westall Road from Princes Highway to Monash 
Freeway/ Ferntree Gully Road, including an 
intersection with Wellington Road.

The Westall Road extension will have a major 
impact in diverting traffic from nearby roads that 
are overloaded such as Blackburn Road, Clayton 
Road and Springvale Road, significantly easing 
congestion and provide opportunities to enhance 
public transport on these roads. It may even 
become a principal public transport route. 

The road extension will also improve access to the 
Monash Employment and Innovation Cluster and 
provide for better freight movement throughout 
and beyond the region. 

The Westall Road extension will lead to the creation 
of an additional 23,000 jobs for the region within 
the Cluster. ERG is seeking a major funding 
contribution from the Federal Government.



Bayswater jobs hub

The Bayswater Business Precinct (BBP) serves as 
an employment hub and powerhouse economic 
generator for Melbourne’s east, spreading across 
parts of Knox, Maroondah and Yarra Ranges local 
government areas.

Comprising 2315 hectares of employment land 
and home to 30,000 employees, the precinct 
contributes $13.2 billion in output revenue, 31 per 
cent of the total Regional Export market across 
Melbourne’s east.

Sixty per cent of the jobs in the BBP are in 
manufacturing, wholesale trade, construction and 
construction services.

Commute issues have been identified by business 
as a major impact on hiring success and retention 
with 90 per cent of employees commuting to the 
Precinct by car because of inadequate transport.

The Bayswater Business Precinct is one of five 
Australia precincts identified as being part of the 
City Partnerships Program is the Urban arm of the 
UN Global Compact, the world’s largest voluntary 
corporate social responsibility initiative. 

The City Partnerships Program is focussed on all 
levels of government, business and civil society to 
achieve inclusive, safe and resilient cities.

Poor transport access is seen as one of the key 
challenges facing the precinct today.

Key road network upgrades are necessary to 
support the growing freight demand, primarily 
along the Canterbury Road corridor, which is seen 
as the key artery servicing the precinct. 

The Canterbury Road corridor requires upgrade of 
existing two lane sections and safety improvements 
along its length.

Business leaders from the BBP have expressed 
considerable concerns about the poor public 
transport offering which directly services the 
precinct, leading to a loss of skilled workers to 

inner-urban employment precincts.

Due to the wide distribution of employees, bus 
servicing is generally considered to be poor across 
the precinct, with low utilisation. With the closest 
rail station being Bayswater (several kilometres from 
many of the jobs in the precinct), there is a strong 
demand for a shuttle service to link the workers to 
the wider precinct.  

These bus links would require the potential use of 
smaller buses which connect with train services 
across extended peak periods (5:30am – 9:30am) 
and (3pm – 6pm).
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Business leaders are interested in partnering 
with Government to support a bespoke transport 
service, which meets the needs of businesses and 
employees.

There exists strong opportunity to design the 
functional requirements of a bus transport service 
from the ground up, in partnership with the key 
businesses in the precinct, which is responsive, 
agile, timely and designed to meet the specific 
needs of the BBP community. 

This requires a true partnership between 
government, the private sector and the community.

What is needed
Improved public transport and transport options  to 
and from the precinct including:

• On-demand shuttle bus to Bayswater Station; 

• Peak bus services;

• Bike facilities; 

• Canterbury Road Corridor Stage 2 Upgrade;

• Increased number of safer road crossings.

Seed funding from the Federal Government to 
begin a trial of the Bayswater On-Demand Bus 
Service for at least the first two years. Purchase of 
buses and ongoing service delivery over this period 
is costed at between $4 million and $5 million.



Image caption goes here

Regional trails

Trails provide opportunities for walkers, runners, 
cyclists, water sport users and horse riders. Some 
of the trails provide opportunities for transport, 
exercise, recreation and sight-seeing to residents 
and visitors.

Regional trails accommodate multiple user groups, 
are mostly off-road, have a relatively long and 
continuous length and have a regional scale, 
purpose and/or impact.

Twenty-two existing or potential trails have been 
identified and assessed in the eastern region of 
Melbourne. 

The Eastern Regional Trails Strategy has 
documented a realistic planning framework and 
implementable action plan to establish a high-
quality network of integrated and connected shared 
trails sensitively linking communities, destinations 
and a diverse range of urban and natural 
environments. 

The regional trail network will provide desirable, 
safe and accessible transport and recreation 
opportunities for residents and reinforce the region 
as a world class trails destination.

Congestion-beating alternative
Regional trails provide a range of benefits to the 
community, including social, health, commuting, 
environmental, and economic and tourism. 

Active transport modes and the infrastructure 
associated with them are increasingly being seen 
as an important part of the solution to traffic 
congestion associated with population growth. 

But active transport also creates challenges for the 
trail network, such as the inability of some trails to 
effectively cater to higher numbers of users due to 
constrained trail corridors and other obstacles. 

Get the region moving
ERG seeks funds for high priority trails including:

The construction of the Yarra Valley Trail (Stage 1 – 
Lilydale to Yarra Glen) $1 million+

Continue Warburton Trail to Taralla Creek  
Trail: $1 million+

Extend Box Hill-Ringwood Trail from Ringwood 
Station to Croydon Station: $1 million +

Extend Box Hill-Ringwood Trail from Box Hill Station 
to Hawthorn Station: $1 million+
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1 2

3

1 Hawthorn to Box Hill Rail Trail
Extend the Box Hill to Ringwood Rail Trail west
from Box Hill Station to Hawthorn Station.

2 Ringwood to Croydon Rail Trail
Extend the Box Hill to Ringwood Rail Trail east
from Ringwood Station to Croydon Station and
to connect to the Carrum to Warburton Trail.

3 Glen Waverley Rail Trail
Close the gaps around Jordanville, Mount Waverley
and Glen Waverley stations to complete the
Glen Waverley Rail Trail

Map not to scale

WHITEHORSE

MELBOURNE CBD MAROONDAH

MONASH

KNOX



Community sport
Community sport and recreation facilities play a crucial part in keeping 
communities healthy, active and connected. Sport facilities also provide 
places for communities to gather, create connections and develop networks. 
But many regional sports facilities are old and no longer fit for purpose, lack 
facilities for women and girls, are too small or need to be built from scratch 
to meet increased demand.
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Women in sport

Encouraging more women and girls to participate 
in sport has clear health, social and well-being 
benefits for individuals and communities.

As the Federal Sports Minister Senator the Hon. 
Bridget McKenzie said recently: “Local sport 
infrastructure plays a critical role in keeping 
communities healthy, active and connected.”

Infrastructure has the capacity to provide benefits 
beyond sport, as a place for communities to gather, 
create connections and develop networks.

Many existing sporting facilities in Melbourne’s 
eastern region do not adequately accommodate 
women and girls through lack of change rooms, 
showers and other necessary facilities. This means 
that many woman and girls miss out on taking part 
in sport and on social and health benefits.

As a consequence right across Victoria, including in 
the eastern Melbourne region, female participation 
in sport lags male participation.

Sporting clubs also play a key role in preventing 
sexism, encouraging equal access to opportunities 
and preventing violence against women.

To achieve these benefits, clubs and councils 

need the help of Federal Government, including 
through increased ongoing funding levels for facility 
upgrades.

While the Federal Government’s ‘Community Sports 
Infrastructure Program’ provides up to $500,000 
per project, it funds only minor capital projects of 
small to medium scale, particularly improvements to 
existing sport infrastructure.

The project cap of $500,000 needs to at least 
double and the program itself needs to be 
significantly expanded to ensure facilities keep up 
with demand.

The success of AFLW, the Matildas, the Diamonds 
Netball team, Australian Women’s Cricket and 
Rugby Sevens teams has led to an upsurge in 
women’s participation in sport.

At a time of growth in the demand to participate 
in sport, ensuring accessible, safe, inclusive and 
sustainable sporting infrastructure is essential 
to getting women and girls to be more physically 
active. 

Improvements such as lighting towers, expanded 
change room and toilet facilities will increase female 
participation opportunities.



Regional sports park

The existing Knox Regional Sports Park is the 
first part of three stages of a multi-sport precinct 
designed to provide world-class sporting 
infrastructure at a local, state and national level. 
It is envisaged that the Park will attract national 
and international competitions and showcase elite 
athletes, such as the WNBL Melbourne Boomers.

Stage 1 was completed in 2012. Expanding the 
facility is essential to engage thousands of young 
people in sport by catering to current and future 
demands for participation in basketball, soccer and 
gymnastics throughout the eastern region. Soccer 
participation increased by 20 per cent in Victoria 
between 2014-16 and Knox Basketball Association 
is already the largest in the southern hemisphere.

While some funding has been committed  for Stage 
2, additional funding is needed to achieve the 
Park’s full potential. The extra funds will deliver new 
soccer pitches, external basketball courts, upgrade 
the show court  and provide extra parking, public 
art and trampoline facilities.

The Park will cater to the massive and growing 
demand for female participation in basketball, 
gymnastics and soccer: 

• 84,000 girls and women play basketball each 
week in Victoria. Demand is expected to rise by 
50 per cent across Australia in the next two years

• 1,500 girls in Knox can’t participate in gymnastics 
as existing facilities are at capacity. More than 80 
per cent of gymnastics participants are female. 
Participation is set to double in a decade

• 130,572 soccer participants are expected to 
play at the Knox Regional Football Centre in the 
next five years (up from 76,750 now)

• 966 construction jobs will be created

What we need
A further $38.5 million is needed the Federal 
Government to build on the $107 million committed 
by the State government and Knox City Council.

84,000

126,000

2018 2020

WOMEN AND GIRLS PLAYING
BASKETBALL IN VICTORIA

76,750

130,572

2018 2023

SOCCER PARTICIPANTS
AT KNOX REGIONAL
FOOTBALL CENTRE



Oakleigh Recreation Centre

The Oakleigh Recreation Centre is a crucial sports 
facility that serves participants from across the 
eastern region. However it is no longer fit for 
purpose. The original indoor court was built in the 
mid 1960s, court 2, 3 and 4 were built in 1977. 

The indoor courts are part of a larger leisure facility 
incorporating indoor and outdoor pools, dry health 
and fitness facilities and support amenities.

An architectural audit found that the facility is aged 
and no longer meets a number of standards for 
indoor courts.

A Division 5 Hazardous Building Materials 
Assessment found that asbestos was present 
in floor tiles, hot-water cupboard, store room, in 
cement sheeting and other locations.

Key issues that demand redevelopment include:

• the age and condition of the existing courts

• large numbers of residents participating 
in basketball and netball and the potential 
opportunity to increase table tennis and 
volleyball and introduce new programs.

• a purpose-built gymnastics centre is proposed 
as part of the redevelopment. Demand for a 
new regional gymnastics facility is high, with 
more than 570 children on the waiting list

• the opportunity to attract regional events/
tournaments to the Centre providing 
an economic benefit to the region i.e. 
accommodation, food and beverage

• the lack of full-size indoor courts

• more than half the population (62.2%) are in 
their most active years (up to 44 years)

The ask
ERG is seeking a further $1 million from the Federal 
Government to complete the project. The total cost 
is currently estimated at $23.3 million.

The age and condition of the 
courts, the large number of 

participants in basketball and 
netball and the potential to 

increase table tennis, volleyball 
and introduce new programs are all 

compelling reasons to redevelop.
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Support hockey’s growth

The broader Melbourne east region has more than 
3,000 registered hockey participants, about 15 per 
cent of the total number of players across the state.  

High participation rates combined with gaps in 
facility provision and an additional 100,000 people 
expected in Melbourne’s east over the next decade, 
suggests that a regional solution will be required to 
address the future needs of hockey. 

Melbourne East Regional Sport and Recreation 
Strategy was developed to support and guide 
councils and stakeholders in the Eastern 
Metropolitan Region in the planning and delivery of 
regional level sport and recreation facilities.

The Melbourne Outer East Hockey Feasibility Study 
found a 9 per cent increase in participation between 
2015 and 2017 alone. 

The Knox Hockey Club pitch, located at the Knox 
School, is set to close in October 2021. 

The model of community hockey facilities being 
located within schools and universities is an issue 
that needs attention to support club sustainability. 

Two of the remaining three venues are on land 
not owned by councils. Yarra Valley Grammar and 
Monash University host facilities for Croydon 
Hockey Club and Monash University Hockey Club.

Hockey pitches for the eastern region
The Eastern Region Group is seeking Federal 
Government support for a feasibility study to 
develop a sustainable management model 
and funds to to design and construct a second 
competition-level synthetic hockey pitch at 
Ashwood Reserve. Cost is $3 million to $4 million.

ERG is also seeking Federal support to replace 
the Knox Hockey Club pitch. Two sites have been 
identified, Heathmont Secondary College or 
Wantirna Reserve, for an all-weather synthetic 
hockey pitch with floodlights, pavilion and car 
parking. Total cost is $6.24 million, with a Federal 
contribution of $5.84 million sought.

High participation rates combined 
with gaps in facility provision 
and an additional 100,000 people 
expected in Melbourne’s east over 
the next decade, demands that a 
regional solution will be required 
to address the needs of hockey.



Regional mountain bike 
destination

A combined Warburton Mountain Bike Destination 
facility and Yarra Valley Trail project are expected to 
bring 432,00 visitors annually to the Yarra Ranges.

It is expected that the visitors will spend about $49 
million each year, helping create jobs locally, as 
well as enhancing health, well-being and providing 
positive environmental outcomes.

Melbourne East Sport & Recreation Strategy 
2016 identifies Warburton as the destination 
for mountain biking to meet recreational and 
competition needs of mountain bikers across the 
region.

The design process explored several concepts and 
a plan has been developed to the point where the 
Warburton Mountain Bike Destination facility is now 
project-ready. 

What is needed
ERG is seeking a $3 million commitment from the 
Federal Government to meet the the $9 million 
required for the completion of Stage 1. 

Stage 1 includes more than 100 kilometres of 
new mountain bike trails and connections (a total 
of $6 million has been committed by the Federal 
Government, Yarra Council and Upper Yarra Valley 
Community Enterprise).

Federal Government funds are also needed for the 
$1 million required for detailed planning for Stage 
2 (Stage 2 includes pavilion planning, the need to 
address complex biodiversity and cultural heritage 
issues and a master plan).

Federal Government funds are also being sought 
for Stage 2 construction. $10 million is needed.
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A home for regional cricket

Cricket is the number one participation sport in 
Australia. The national Cricket Census 2016-17 
showed that  Victoria was experiencing a significant 
increase in participation rates, up 14 per cent on the 
previous year, female participation grew by 55.8 per 
cent and school participation rates were up 41 per 
cent.  

Currently in the eastern region, there is a lack of 
suitable facilities for females and people with a 
disability. There is also demand from the region, 
which has a population of 800,000, for followers 
to be able to attend state and international cricket 
matches.

The Jubilee Pavilion in Ringwood is one of the 
region’s key pieces of cricket infrastructure. It needs 
to be upgraded and expanded to meet the growing 
current and future expected demand for cricket in 
Melbourne’s eastern region.

Current and future cricket participants will benefit 
from the upgrade and expansion. New female-
friendly facilities are likely to significantly increase 
female participation. Accessible facilities will 
support the 2 per cent of club cricketers who 
identify as having a disability, as well as spectators.

The project has the support of Cricket Australia and 
Cricket Victoria and is their preferred location for 
their Eastern Metro Zone headquarters.

Cricket needs Jubilee Pavilion upgrade
The upgrade and expansion of the Jubilee Sporting 
Pavilion, which fulfills a regional need, requires 
commitment from the Federal Government to 
ensure that the remaining $3 million necessary for 
construction will be available.

Cricket is the number one participation sport in Australia. The national 
Cricket Census 2016-17 showed that Victoria was experiencing a 
significant increase in participation rates, up 14 per cent on the previous 
year, female participation grew by 55.8 per cent.



Housing affordability
Affordable housing provides families and individuals across Melbourne’s 
eastern region with the base they need to build fulfilling, productive lives 
and contribute to society. A secure home is the cornerstone of physical and 
mental health, as well as providing children with the stability they need to 
thrive and to achieve in their education. The lack of a secure home can lead 
to dire consequences that can be avoided with planning and resourcing.

Additional funds for 
Registered Housing 
Associations to build social 
housing

Research on behalf of the Eastern Affordable 
Housing Alliance – a collaboration between six Local 
Government Authorities in the Eastern Metropolitan 
Region of Melbourne – shows a current minimum 
supply shortfall of 7,970 social housing properties 
in the region. 

That’s nearly 8,000 families who are unable to 
access safe, secure and affordable housing.

This figure will increase to 11,420 by 2036 if urgent 
and appropriate action is not taken. 

Only 54 per cent of nominal housing needs can 
be met by the current social housing supply and 
estimated affordable private rentals across the 
region.

The need to increase the supply of affordable and 
social housing is an issue faced by all municipalities. 

Governments are exploring ways of delivering 
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affordable housing to communities across Australia. 
Ideas include:  

• exploring value capture as a mechanism to fund 
delivery of affordable and social housing

• considering mandatory inclusive zoning to 
provide affordable and social housing

• the need for well-located services and 
infrastructure to support successful community 
integration  

• the need to grow community support for 
affordable and social housing

There is a role for Federal Government
ERG calls on that the Federal Government provide 
registered housing associations with additional 
funds (either directly or via the State Government) 
to supplement the finance needed to construct 
social housing dwellings, leading to increased 
supply of housing for the most disadvantaged 
Australians.



Make housing affordability 
a national priority

The appointment of a Federal Housing Minister 
would signal the Government’s recognition of 
the important role that the Federal Government 
plays in ensuring that an adequate supply of social 
and affordable housing is available for the most 
vulnerable Australians.

A Federal Housing Minister would assist the 
Government to understand that housing is also a 
key social issue, rather than just an economic one.

As the housing market enters a period of 
unprecedented instability, it is essential that Federal 
Cabinet has housing and the issues that flow from 
the lack of housing affordability – ranging from 
homelessness to the effect on children’s education 
and the lives they can then lead – front and centre in 
its thinking and planning.

Appoint a Federal Minister for Housing 
Affordability
The parliamentary inquiry ‘Building Up & Moving 
Out’ recommended in September 2018 that a 
Federal Minister for Housing Affordability be 
appointed. 

Nearly 8,000 families in 
Melbourne’s eastern region are 
unable to access safe, secure and 
affordable housing. That figure is 
expected to climb to more than 
11,400 by 2036 unless urgent 
action is taken.



New headspace services

A vast gap exists for youth mental health services in 
Melbourne’s eastern region, forcing those who need 
on-the-ground services to travel long distances to 
already overstretched provider locations.

Melbourne’s east is in the Eastern Melbourne 
Primary Health Network region. The region 
receives annual funding of $2.9 million for the 
commissioning of headspace services. Nearly 25 
per cent of young people have some form of mental 
illness.

Headspace is the National Youth Mental Health 
Foundation. It provides early intervention mental 
health services to 12-25-year-olds.

The headspace program has proven to be highly 
effective in:

• sustaining school retention rates

• diverting kids from pathways into anti-social or 
criminal behaviour

• supporting secondary school leavers in 
transitioning to tertiary education

Youth mental health
Adolescence and early adulthood are formative periods in a person’s life. 
Early intervention is critical for good mental health outcomes. 

Research shows that more than 75 per cent of mental health disorders 
begin before the age of 24. Early support helps young people get their lives 
successfully back on track.

Three quarters of all lifetime 
mental health disorders emerge 
by age 24, but access to mental 
health services for this group is 
among the poorest. The biggest 
barriers are community awareness,  
access and acceptability of 
services.

• ensuring more young people are ready and 
healthy to gain and hold a job

Early intervention is critical for good mental health 
outcomes. Research shows that more than 75 per 
cent of mental health disorders begin before the 
age of 24. Early support helps young people get 
their lives back on track. 

Fund headspace in Melbourne’s east
Melbourne’s east needs two new headspace 
locations. Monash and Yarra Ranges at Lilydale are 
the most logical sites. As well as providing a more 
accessible service in local and neighbouring areas, 
they will free up already overburdened headspace 
providers in Knox and Hawthorn. Building on a 
strong partnership with Eastern Health, funding of 
$200,000 per year is needed for each service.
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Early intervention services

The Mission Australia and Black Dog Institute’s Five-
Year Youth Mental Health Report has found that a 
significant proportion of young people meet the 
criteria for a probable serious mental illness. That 
figure has risen from 18.7 per cent in 2012 to 22.8 
per cent in 2016.

The research shows young people who experience 
the greatest distress are also the least willing to 
seek information or support.

Early intervention is crucial but there is a service gap 

for the middle years (8-14 year olds) in Melbourne’s 
eastern region. Three quarters of all lifetime mental 
health disorders emerge by age 24, but access to 
mental health services for this group is among the 
poorest, with the biggest barriers being community 
awareness, access and acceptability of services.

The ask
ERG is calling on the Federal and State 
Governments for increased funding for integrated 
early intervention services, including extending the 
headspace program to cover 8-14 year olds.
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